Turning Points: Stories of Life and Change in the

Church is a documentary about Presbyterians ‘ﬁﬂri?—s af Life and Change
struggling with the denomination’s current . =)
ordination standards.This hour-long, four-part Tul"fllng 3
story with a study guide is suitable for use in adult . Q
education classes, pre-presbytery workshops, Points 5

session meetings — wherever the church gathers for
study and discernment of God’s call to the church
today.

Each section focuses on a particular story and is surrounded by thoughtful,
Reformed theological comment. Groups may choose to view the whole video at
once or choose which segments are most useful for their needs. Biblical
scholars and theologians including Walter Brueggemann and Beverly Gaventa
provide commentary and interpretation.

Turning Points opens with the poignant visit of Susie Smith, now a minister in
the United Church of Christ, to her former Presbyterian congregation in South
Carolina. Congregation members speak to the camera and to Susie about how
their lives were changed by her presence and her departure. The choice between
one’s son and one’s church is the focus of the Calhoun family’s story in the
second segment. The third story recounts a tragic moment of misunderstanding
in the life of a young minister and a daring act of reconciliation twenty years
later. The fourth segment considers how a thriving congregation in the Midwest
welcomes and includes gay and lesbian members.

This video was designed to be viewed by those who are still trying to discern
the role God calls those who are Christian and gay or lesbian to take in Christ’s
church. Christians of all theological viewpoints are invited to watch and discuss
this thought-provoking documentary together.
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