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It’s impossible to
give more than a taste of
all of the presentations and sermons we experi-
enced in three days in Washington D.C. At best,
we can highlight a few paragraphs and urge you
to see the entire text on our website at
www.covenantnetwork.org/conf03sum.htm

Theological Reflections on Yogi Berra’s “The
Future Ain’t What it Used to Be” - Patrick Henry

First, the theological implication of faithfulness.  God is out ahead of
the church—that is, God is already at work in the world, and one of the
church’s responsibilities is to discover where God is acting.  The Bible is
not a blueprint for the world, but a set of clues suggesting where to look,
and the clues can go out of date.  

The church is as susceptible as is the academy
to what F. M. Cornford a century ago called “The
Principle of the Dangerous Precedent”: “Every pub-
lic action which is not customary, either is wrong,
or, if it is right, is a dangerous precedent.  It follows
that nothing should ever be done for the first time.”
The church is not a fortress, from which Christians
who have God all figured out take God to the world
that doesn’t know God.  Every theology is of a par-
ticular kind: There’s not some generic “theology”
over against which particular theologies, for exam-
ple feminist or liberation or narrative, are judged.  Theology really is the
search for God, not the delivery of God.  The Spirit that we are promised
will lead us into the truth operates within a historical indeterminacy like that
of Gödel’s theorem in mathematics—we can find the truth, the future that
ain’t what it used to be, only by exploration, by trying things out, by taking
roads less traveled, by making mistakes individually and together and wise-
ly overlooking things.

The ecclesiological and anthropological implication of faithfulness is
grounded in the conviction that the communal body of Christ is real, and
even primary for Christian identity.  From this it follows that none of us is
entirely responsible for the whole faith.  The church is a place where my
own ups and downs—some days my faith is hot, some days cold, and usual-
ly it’s somewhere in between warm and cool—are understood to be perfect-
ly natural and faithful.  Dark nights of the soul are of the soul.  The church,
recognizing that we are all moving targets, has a place for Peter who denied
Jesus and became the first pope, for all the disciples who forsook Jesus and
fled and then turned the world upside down, for the father who cried to
Jesus “I believe, help my unbelief,” for those who on the mount of the
Ascension, doubted what they were seeing with their own eyes. 

There may be people for whom the faith once
delivered to them has remained unchanged and
unchanging, but I am pretty sure that such strict
adherence to the principle of the dangerous prece-
dent is not characteristic of the church we are called
to be and to become. 

Patrick Henry is the Executive Director of the
Institute for Ecumenical and Cultural Research in
Collegeville, MN. 

A Chaos of Uncalculating Love - Kenneth E. Kovacs

Poirot or Corot:  On Asking the
Right Questions - J. Barrie Shepherd

What if Jesus real-
ly came to teach us
how to see?   Do you
remember how that
blind man first claimed
that he could see peo-
ple, but only like trees
walking, and then
gradually his sight pro-
gressed toward being
crystal clear?  So
many times in the
gospels, especially in
John, from his earliest
invitation to his disci-
ples, “Come and see,”
to his opening the eyes
of the blind, to his
claim to be “The Light
of the World,” to those
parables, so many of
which were simple
exercises in seeing, in
perceiving the reality
of the kingdom con-
cealed in the everyday
events and objects that
made up people’s lives
- something lost, a
coin, a sheep, a farmer
sowing seed, a traveler
needing help - in all
this Jesus seems to be
inviting people to a
new way of seeing, a
new way of recogniz-
ing God, and God’s
realm at the core of
everything that is.

To approach this
world, this life, then,
no longer as a problem
to be solved, but as a
possibility to be

explored. To approach
and appreciate our own
selves, no longer as
defined exclusively and
eternally between those
two opposing poles of
sin and salvation, but
as those who, being
redeemed in Christ, can
now seek out, and rec-
ognize, and reveal to
others the living splen-
dor of that redemption,
its passion and surpass-
ing glory, reflected in
the world about us, at
work in the events that
make up our own time.

J. Barrie Shepherd
is a poet and pastor

One of the oldest
prayers of the church is
Veni, Creator Spiritus.
“Come, Creator Spirit.”
I’m always praying this
prayer.  It’s a prayer, as
one theologian put it,
of “open surrender to
the absolute creativity
of God.”   When the

church is trusting in the
movement of the Spirit,
open to where the
Spirit wants to take it,
then the church will be
free, truly free to be as
revolutionary and as
radical as we here
know the Gospel to be.
To live this way liber-

ates the church to be as
creative and imagina-
tive as the age
demands. And there is
no one more creative
and imaginative than
the Holy Spirit who is
continually creating
and recreating the
world and our lives

from within the genera-
tive power of God’s
redeeming love.  Then
the church will be
unshackled – infinitely
swift – free to move
down whatever road
the Spirit wishes to
take us!

Ken Kovacs is a
pastor at Catonsville
Presbyterian Church in
Baltimore


